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Lent is all about renewal, and reorientation; a time for refreshing one’s spirit and 

preparing for the great feast of Easter. In earlier times, the preparation of the 

candidates for Baptism (Catechumens) reached a climax in the weeks before Easter. 

Easter was the time to celebrate the Risen Lord and the high point of the year for the 

Christians. New members were prepared by their local Christian community. They 

were introduced to prayerful reflection on the Scriptures, especially the parts which 

referred to Jesus and his message. They were also led to understand the Creed and 

when it came to their Baptism, they were asked to make their profession of faith 

before the community and were also confirmed and received Eucharist for the first 

time at the Easter Ceremony, presided over by the Bishop. Their sponsors who 

walked with them on their journey to Baptism had to vouch for them and their 

readiness to be baptised.  

In the Liturgy for the Sundays of Lent, adults who are being prepared for Baptism are 

led through various stages and are invited to commit themselves to Christ prior to 

their Baptism at Easter. 

Nowadays, Lent is seen as a way for the Baptised to renew their lives and re-commit 

themselves to Christian living by taking time out of the ordinary to refocus on the 

essence of being a follower of Jesus. When I was growing up there was a huge 

emphasis on sin and repentance. Repentance comes from the Latin – ‘re pensare’, 

meaning to re-think.  Another word associated with this time, as mentioned last 

week, is metanoia – a complete turn around or change of heart. The Christian is 

called on in Lent to Pray, Fast, and give Alms. These three strands are as ancient as 

Christianity itself. For us in the northern hemisphere it comes during Springtime, 

when the days are getting longer (lengthening – hence Lent), and creation is 

renewing itself.  

Whether you give up something, or take on to do something positive, may this Lent 

be a time of spiritual renewal for you.  Fr. Liam 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 



FEBRUARY DATES 

26th- Mass for Confirmation Children    

  at 10:15am 

27th- First Confession for Harold Boys  

  NS at 7:30pm 

28th- Inter-church Lenten talks begin  

  in Our Lady’s Hall at 7:30pm 

PARISH BABY AND 

TODDLER PLAYGROUP 

When: Monday Mornings  

  during School Term  

Where: Our Lady’s Hall  

  (Back entrance,  

  SuperValu carpark) 

Time: 10.30 am – 12.00pm 

We welcome the Confirmation children 

who will be Confirmed in June this year 

to their next preparation Mass which 

will take place this Sunday at 10.15am 

SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR 
VICTIMS OF THE EARTHQUAKE 

IN TURKEY AND SYRIA. 
 

Archbishop Farrell has given 
approval for a diocesan collection 
to be taken up in support of the 
people of Turkey and Syria affected 
by the devastating earthquakes on 
Monday 5th February. The Turkey/
Syria Collection will take place this 
weekend 25/26 February, 1st 
Sunday of Lent , and will replace 
the SHARE collection. 
  
The collection will be channelled 
through Trócaire, who are working 
with partners in the affected area. 
They have the capability to ensure 
that any funds raised in Ireland will 
be managed appropriately to meet 
the needs of those most badly 
affected. 

MARCH DATES 

2nd -  First Confessions for Loreto   

  Primary School at 7.30pm 

9th-  First Confessions for Rathdown  

  School/ St. Patrick’s NS 7.30pm 

12th- Do This in Memory Mass for  

  Communion Children at 10:15am 

16th- St Patricks Day Vigil Mass 7:30pm 

17th- St Patricks Day Mass -  

  8:45am, 10:15am, 12pm 

19th- Mass for Confirmation Children  

  at 10:15am 

 Trócaire Boxes are available in the Church Porches. This 

 year’s campaign is entitled: Hold fast to Love and Justice 

 (Hosea 12:6). It focuses on the challenges facing some 

 families and communities in Somalia, where Trócaire works 

 with local partner organisations on the ground.  



DALKEY INTERCHURCH LENTEN 

COURSE 2023 

 APOCALYPSE TOMORROW? 
 

28 February Dr. Julie McKinley —  

Biblical Apocalyptic background and its 

effects. 
 

7 March Sean Goan—relating 

apocalyptic threats and promises 

today. 
 

14 March Eric Hughes & Paudie Holly 

— Young peoples attitude to End 

Times thinking today. 
 

21 March— Defining the issues for 

Christians today and challenges for the 

Church 

ARISE CATHOLIC FAMILY FESTIVAL 2023 

Calling families to come and join us in 

Tramore, Co.Waterford as we celebrate 

Easter together in the Sunny southeast. 

Make new friends with other families, 

share in wonderful celebrations of Holy 

Mass, and experience great teaching and 

seminars. Age-appropriate content is 

offered across the age groups. Dates April 

10-13th 2023. This is an initiative of the 

Diocese of Waterford and Lismore and 

the Tine Network. For more details go 

to www.arisefamilyfestival.ie  

FIRST SATURDAY BOOK SALE 

The March First Saturday Book Sale, which 
supports the Shankill Old Folks Association, 
will take place from 10am to 1pm on 
Saturday March 4th in the Shankill Day Care 
Centre, Lower Road, Shankill, and all are 
welcome to attend.  The First Saturday 
Book Sale continues to adhere to strict 
safety guidelines with all precautionary 
health measures in place. Donations of 
books, which must be in a clean and good 
condition appreciated.   

POWER Study looking for adults (70 + 

years) to take part in their Protein and 

Online Exercise classes for 12 weeks by PhD 

student Catherine Fallon from the University 

College Dublin. All appointments and classes 

will be done from your own home. For more 

information, please contact 0867240910 or 

Catherine.fallon@ucdconnect.ie. 

RECOMMENDED READING FOR LENT 

The Office of Mission & Ministry 

recommended reading for Lent is 

Aidan Donaldson’s book The 

Beatitudes of Pope Francis. This 

would be a great way to journey 

through Lent, either through personal 

reflection or by gathering with others 

to share your thoughts, guided by the 

book. Its handy six chapters would 

provide enough manageable material 

for each week in Lent.  Available from 

Veritas for €7.99    

https://www.veritasbooksonline.com 

KNOCK PILGRIMAGE 

The 2023 Diocesan Pilgrimage to 

Knock, which will be led by 

Archbishop Farrell, will take place 

on Saturday, April 29. Please email 

knockpilgrimage@dublindiocese.ie  

https://tine-network.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c7e3a114e73ed4a216dd573e&id=131399fe2a&e=cdb7256d49


Priests of the Parish: Fr Liam Lacey – 01 4453321 

     Fr Declan Gallagher – 01 2859212 
 

Sacristan:   Finbarr Madden – 01 2859975 (9:00 – 11:00am) 
 

Secretary:   Nikki Redmond – 01 2859418 (9:30am – 12:30pm) 
 

Parish Co-ordinator: Jayne Courtney – 086 3895904 
 

office@dalkeyparish.ie     www.dalkeyparish.ie       www.dalkeyparish.ie/webcam 

Sunday Masses: 8:45am,  

    10:15am (Family Mass), 

    12:00pm 

Vigil Mass:  6:00pm Saturday   

    (Taize/Gospel Choir) 

Daily Mass:  10:00am.   

The rosary is said after 10:00am Mass on 

weekdays. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

takes place on Mondays after 10.00 Mass  

until 4.00 pm  (Except on public holidays 

when exposition takes place on Tuesday) 

NEWSLETTER 

If you wish to have an item 

added to the newsletter, please 

email the parish office before 

1pm on Thursday - 

office@dalkeyparish.ie or  

Telephone 01 2859418  

PERSONAL BELONGINGS SECURITY  We would like to remind Parishioners to not leave 

handbags / personal belongings unattended in the Church at any time. 

For Information on Baptisms, Communions, Confirmations and Weddings,  

please refer to our web site. 

FOR MASS CARDS, MASS INTENTIONS, CERTIFICATES, BAPTISM FORMS  

PLEASE CONTACT THE SACRISTY on 01 2859975 from 9:00 am – 11:00 am 

MASS CARDS are also available in the Parish Office  

from 9:00am—1pm weekdays. 
 

Registered Charity Number: 20016166 

SCRABBLE is on in Our Lady’s 

Hall on Mondays at 10:30am. 

All most welcome. 


